
FIRE SEASON GUIDE
2016-2017

Creating Fire Resilient Communities

Emergency Preparedness
and Evacuation Guide

includes

Prepare for

A public service in wildfire prevention brought to you by the U.S. Forest Service, your State Forester, 
and supported by the Fire Safe Council of Nevada County, Nevada County Fire Chief’s and CAL FIRE.

Brunswick Basin Bark Beetle Damage

Mariposa County Beetle Kill



 
 

Use Extreme Caution During These Activities!

As we head into what could be another devastating fire season, 
the Nevada County Fire Chiefs Association would like to remind 
people to be safe this fire season. Our area is not new to natural 
or man-made disasters as we live with the threat of wildfires, 
earthquakes, floods, avalanches and while relatively new, tornadoes. 
It is important to be prepared for an emergency situation and have an 
evacuation plan in place before a disaster strikes.

Many fires are started each year by well-intended people doing 
the right thing at the wrong time or the wrong way.  

Mowing safety:  Use string mowers in rocky or unknown terrain, 
mow before 10:00am in the morning and stop if winds are over 10 

mph or the temperature is above 80 degrees. Have water and a shovel 
immediately available and the means to call 911 if a fire should start. 

Maintain a defensible space around structures as well as your 
driveways and roads leading to homes. Together, we can all prevent 
fires, remember, it only takes one spark!!!

Fire Chiefs of Nevada County

To the Residents of Western Nevada County
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When we have a fire locally, who responds ?
There is a lot of inter-agency coordination upon the first 911 call. 

In California we have a Statewide Master Mutual Aid agreement that 
basically states that every fire agency in the State will respond to 
emergencies if they are able to.

The closest resources are dispatched initially regardless of whose 
jurisdiction the incident is located in.  Then if the incident is growing 
in size more resources are called in from the local area. Measures are 
taken so that some resources are available locally for other emergency 
incidents. 

Once local resources run low then help is requested from the 
County’s operational area, then to the Office of Emergency Services 

(OES) of the surrounding counties.  If still more resources are needed 
then they are called from the Geographical Area Coordination Center 
(GACC). In California we have two GACC’s one for Northern California 
and one for Southern California.  If additional resources are still needed 
to fight the fire then the resources are requested from the Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services (OES) who can send help from another 
GACC or even request resources to fight the fire from other states. 

This is how California is able to respond in fairly short notice to 
incidents up and down the State and if the need arises to go beyond 
California and request resources from out of State.

Did you know  that California is broken up into three areas of responsibility 

when it comes to managing land and fighting fire? 

Federal Responsibility Areas (FRA) State Responsibility Areas (SRA) Local Responsibility Areas (LRA)

The FRA covers areas such as the National 
Forests, National Parks and any Federal Land.

The SRA covers State Park lands and other 
privately owned lands that are outside of an 
incorporated city. In Nevada County most of 

our land is in the SRA

The LRA is that area that is within the city 
limits of an incorporated city. In Nevada 

County the LRA areas consist of the City of 
Nevada City, the City of Grass Valley and the 

Town of Truckee. 
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Residents of Nevada County are concerned 
about the effects of wildfire on their community. 
Devastating wildfires in the region have heightened 
the awareness of the potential impacts and have 
prompted local residents, government officials, and 
fire department personnel to join together to review 
and update the Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP) for Nevada County and plan actions to be 
taken to protect human life, property, and reduce 
the risk of future wildfire-related disasters to the 
natural environment. Nevada County encompasses 
approximately 978 square miles of diverse and 
rugged rural lands in the northern Sierra Nevada 
Range. These landscapes are fire prone with both 
natural and human sources of ignition. 

Through the initial planning process, evaluation 
and update of the CWPP, the Fire Safe Council 
of Nevada County (FSCNC) and the residents of 
Nevada County aimed to protect their community 
from the effects of wildfire through outreach, 
education, strategic planning, collaboration, direct 
action and creating nationally recognized Firewise 
Communities/USA®. The community desires to face 
each fire season confident that they have done 
everything possible to prepare for and mitigate the 
effects of the next forest fire in our county.

The plan has been entirely steered by a 
community-based CWPP Core Team. The Core Team 
is comprised of members of the professional fire 
management community and concerned residents. 
Many community members participated on behalf 
of their larger Firewise Communities, relaying critical 
information to neighbors and council members as 
the CWPP planning process continues in perpetuity. 
Many of these homeowners are already involved 
with fuels reduction and fire education efforts in the 
area as part of the Fire Safe Council, homeowner 
associations, Firewise Communities or simply on 
their own.

The primary goal of the CWPP is to protect 
human life, private property, essential infrastructure 
and natural resources through the implementation 
of fire prevention projects that work to increase 
public awareness, improve forest health, sustain local 
wildlife and preserve the natural beauty of the area 
through a shared responsibility concept. There will 

never be enough public grant funding to manage 
the wildfire hazards and therefore, residents and 
landowners in Nevada County need to understand 
the responsibility we all share living in a forested 
environment. Wildfire does not respect man-made 
boundaries of parcel designations – it follows the 
fuel. All residents of Nevada County should learn 
and understand their role in managing fuels for 
wildfire mitigation particularly for defensible space 
and ingress/egress routes as they provide access 
for fire suppression equipment and a safe working 
environment for firefighters.

The Core Team elected to make the CWPP 
Mitigation Action Plan concentrate on safety issues 
in the following categories: Firewise Communities 
education and outreach; fuels reduction; and 
improved protection capabilities. With this in 
mind, hazardous fuel reduction projects will be 
prioritized based upon high fire hazards, community 
development density and those ridge top roads 
and other critical ingress/egress routes that can 
provide both evacuation corridors, align with other 
fuel reduction treatments and provide for effective 
staging grounds for fire suppression efforts. In 
summary, projects that address community benefit 
human safety issues will be of a higher priority than 
projects that only benefit homes or the natural 
environment.

This approach is consistent with current 
regulatory trends through the United States federal  

government and the National Cohesive Wildland 
Fire Management Strategy to: 1. Restore and 
maintain resilient landscapes; 2. Create Fire 
Adapted Communities (FAC) also known as Firewise 
Communities/USA®; and 3. Safe and effective wildfire 
response. Due to the high inter-mix of development 
in Nevada County, an all-lands approach is necessary 
to effectively meet the objectives stated above by 
strategically emphasizing fuels treatments around 
communities at risk, critical ingress/egress routes 
and essential infrastructure.

The highest ranking project for western Nevada 
County based on the number of homes protected 
is the Ponderosa – West Grass Valley Defense 
Zone. This project was identified to provide both 
landscape fuels mitigation as well as ingress and 
egress over Highway 20 along the border of high 
density community development. Our analysis 
demonstrated this project, once fully implemented, 
would provide protection for almost 3,000 
structures within the distance wildfire embers travel. 
Additionally, it would provide a north and south 
access point for firefighters to stage a defense for the 
City of Grass Valley. Numerous other projects were 
scoped and defined in order to seek funding for 
implementation. The planning process is long often 
taking 3-5 years from the time a project is identified, 
to obtain landowner permission, grant funding, 
complete the necessary environmental compliance, 
go through a competitive bidding process for hiring 
a licensed contractor and finally reducing the fuels 
for community protection on the ground.

Community Wildfire Protection  
Plan Update

To download or view a copy of the CWPP: 
1. Visit: www.areyoufiresafe.com  
2.  Look under the Get Fire Smart  > Community Action Section, 

 or via this url:  http://tinyurl.com/CWPP2016



This article was contributed by  
Greg Gallup and Tyler Gallup of Gallup Construction.  

WUI stands for Wildland Urban Interface, “A 
geographical area identified by the state as being 
a fire hazard severity zone”, an area where homes 
are intermingled with combustible woodland 
vegetation. 

Is your home located in a WUI area?  If you live 
in Nevada County the answer is most likely YES.  Is 
your home and property ready for fire season?  
New building codes where adopted in 2008 to help 
increase the survivability of homes in the case of a 
wildfire. 

If you have an existing home, there are things 
you can do to meet WUI standards and help 
harden (become resistant) your home against 
wildfires. Some vital areas of and around your 
home to be aware of:

Even more important than the 100’ defensible 
space, the most vulnerable area of your home is 
the roof. Some older homes are roofed with very 
combustible wood shake materials which should 
be replaced.  The roofing of your home should be of 
class-A rated material that will help keep firebrand 
(embers) from igniting the roof.

The exterior wall siding extends from the top of 
the foundation to the roof and should be made of 
an approved non-combustible or ignition resistant 
material such as cement board or stucco. Traditional 
wood lap siding could allow firebrands to enter stud 
space and ignite the structure. Replacing traditional 
wood lap siding with WUI approved fire resistant 
material will keep firebrand from igniting the siding.

Many homeowners feel a false sense of security 
after replacing these first two conditions in their 
homes, mainly because they are the most dominant 
features but many times it’s the smaller areas that are 

not updated that end up igniting their homes.
The ventilation in typical homes is made of ¼ 

inch mesh and will not keep firebrand and flames 
from penetrating into the attic or crawl space and 
igniting it from the inside out. The ventilation of your 
home should be updated with new WUI approved 
vents to prevent flames and firebrand from entering 
into the structure. 

The windows should consist of insulating glass 
and a minimum of one tempered pane. Non-
tempered glass will not withstand the intense 
heat generated by a wildfire. Tempered glass will 
withstand greater temperatures and is much 
stronger than regular glass keeping it from breaking 
and keeping the fire from penetrating the home. 
Older single pane and even dual pane windows 
should be upgraded to meet WUI standards.

The gutters on your home should be equipped 
with a top to prevent leaves and debris from 
accumulating in them. Gutters without tops allow 
leaves and debris to accumulate. Flying firebrand can 
ignite the debris and allow the fire to spread to the 
structure.

Exterior doors should be made of 
noncombustible material or solid core wood with 
a fire rating of no less than 20 minutes. Always 
remember to close all windows and doors before 
evacuating before a fire. A door or window left 
open allows firebrand to enter the home and 
ignite the interior.

The decks around and attached to your home 
should be constructed of heavy timber and ignition 
resistant materials. 

Your home should also have a minimum 100 
feet of defensible space around it including fire safe 
landscaping. The 100 feet of defensible space 
allows firefighters room to defend your home.

These are a few key areas to keep in mind when 
preparing your home and property in a declared 
WUI area or any high fire risk area such as Nevada 
County.  All new construction is required to follow 
the WUI building standards but older homes can also 
be upgraded to conform to the new guidelines for 
maximum protection from wildfire.

Many insurance companies are now 
beginning to require homeowners upgrade to 
these new standards in order to acquire or renew 
current coverage.

These remedies and other construction work may be 
provided by Gallup Construction.  Gallup Construction 
has been in business in Nevada County since 1981 and 
may be contacted at (530) 273 8459.  For a complete list 
of contractors in your area, contact the Nevada County 
Contractors’ Association at (530) 274-1919.

What Is The WUI?
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TWO ZONES MAKE UP THE 
REQUIRED 100 FEET OF 

DEFENSIBLE SPACE:
ZONE 1

30 feet of Lean, Clean & Green
-  Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds.
-  Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles 

from your yard, roof and rain gutters.
-  Keep tree branches 10 feet away from your 

chimney and other trees.

ZONE 2 

30–100 feet of Reduced Fuel
-  Cut or mow annual grass down to a 

maximum height of 4 inches.
-  Create horizontal spacing between shrubs 

and trees.
-  Create vertical spacing between grass, 

shrubs and trees. Use Equipment Properly to 
Keep from Sparking a Wildfire

-  Mow before 10 a.m., and never on a hot or 
windy day. String trimmers are a safer option 
(vs. lawnmowers) for clearing vegetation.
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By:  U.S. Forest Service

 Four years of drought have put 
tremendous stress on trees in California’s 
forests, resulting in widespread mortality. 
On the west side of the Tahoe National 
Forest, we’re seeing many individual 
pockets of dead trees. Continued drought 
will put additional pressure on already 
stressed trees, leading to new and 
expanding mortality. Bark beetles, which 
are native to the area, are the primary 
cause of mortality for most pine and fir 
trees but other trees such as incense cedar 
and live oak are simply dying from lack 
of water. When, where, and the extent 
to which mortality occurs is primarily 
influenced by forest stand and drought 
conditions. While drought may impact 
most trees, expect some of the greatest 
impacts on ponderosa and sugar pines, as 
well as white fir and incense cedar.

What is a bark beetle?

Bark beetles are small, hard-bodied 
beetles that are native to our area. They 
bore through the protective bark of a 
tree to lay their eggs in the moist phloem 
(inner bark). Slightly larger than a grain 
of rice, bark beetles typically fly from late 
spring through late October.

What you can do to protect your 
trees:

•  Improve tree growing conditions - this is 
typically accomplished through selective 
tree removal (thinning) to reduce inter-
tree competition for limited water and 
nutrients.

•  Inspect your trees - know what tree 

species you have and identify individuals 
that are most susceptible to drought 
and bark beetles; look for signs and 
symptoms of attack such as pitch tubes 
(globs of resin) and boring dust (sawdust) 
on the trunk. Also identify trees for 
removal that may be hazardous to life or 
property.

•  Protect high-value trees - Drought 
conditions have necessitated that 
landowners and managers consider ways 
to protect individual trees in high-use 
and residential settings.

•  Preventive spraying with certain 
insecticides has a proven track record 
for preventing successful bark beetle 
attack. This type of treatment is most 
appropriate for protecting pines but 
can be effective for other trees. Many 
insecticides used against bark beetles 
must be applied by a licensed applicator. 
Insecticides must be applied before trees 
are infested with beetles. Post-infestation 
treatments will NOT save your trees. 
More information is available at:  
http://1.usa.gov/1UHy8ts

•  Pheromone repellents have limited 
applicability. Repellents are available for 
protecting trees such as lodgepole pine 
and sugar pine from attacks by mountain 
pine beetles and for protecting Douglas-
fir from attacks by Douglas-fir beetles. 
Effective pheromone repellents have not 
yet been developed for other tree and 
bark beetle combinations.

•  Supplemental 
watering can reduce 
moisture stress for 
trees and potentially 
increase their 
resistance to bark 
beetle attacks. Deep 
watering (a couple 
of times per month 
during late spring/
early summer) that 
is focused at the 
edge of the tree canopy will be most 
effective. Avoid prolonged and excessive 
soil moisture around trees during the 
summer months; as this can lead to other 
tree health problems.

•  Removing bark beetle infested trees has 
shown to be effective in some situations. 
Prompt removal of infested trees may 
prevent neighboring trees from being 
attacked. Trees must be removed before 
beetles leave the tree to be effective. Bark 
beetles typically leave a tree about the 
time needles begin to fade from green 
to yellow. Bark beetles are no longer 
in the tree once needles have faded to 
an orange/red color. However, infested 
tree removal is less effective for infested 
ponderosa pine and white fir.

It is important to consult with a forest health 
specialist to determine the best treatments 

for your trees as there are several factors 
to consider and pros and cons to every 

treatment.

For more information, visit http://1.usa.
gov/1XIzJ9p

Bark Beetles and  
Tree Mortality

Actual Size of 
Western Pine Beetle

Bore trails caused by bark beetles.

Bark Beetle attacked trees (top) and damage 
showing on attacked tree (above).

 
Fresno county, May 2015 (left), and Fresno County in Feb 2016 (right).

Pine Beetle Pitch Tubes
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MAKE SAFETY YOUR TOP PRIORITY

For inquiries, please call 1-800-743-5000
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The Tahoe National Forest is 
focused on community protection 
and ecological restoration that 
builds resiliency. Resilient forests 
can adjust and thrive in the face 
of climate change and large scale 
disturbances such as wildfires, 
drought, insects and disease.

The Forest Service works 
with partners and neighbors 
to complete projects across 
boundaries and leverage 
opportunities to include 
neighboring lands for an “all 
lands” approach. On the Tahoe 
National Forest, there are a 
number of ways we are actively 
working to build resiliency, 
including thinning, mastication 
and prescribed burning.

There are large projects across 
the Tahoe National Forest focused 
on improving forest health 
through fuels reduction, which 
change wildfire behavior and 
reduce threats to communities 
and natural resources. Thinning, 
mastication, as well as cutting and 

piling are some of the ways we 
reduce fuels.

The current drought has 
increased tree mortality on the 
Forest. Particularly on the west 
side of the Forest, there are 
pockets of beetle killed-trees. 
Projects such as “Sunny South” in 
the Foresthill area are designed 
to remove dead trees, as well as 
lessen additional tree mortality 
from insects.

Just outside of Nevada City, 
the Western Nevada County 
Community Defense Project 
has reduced wildfire dangers 
in the wildland-urban interface 
using thinning, mastication and 
prescribed burns. While efforts 
have focused on the Highway 20/
Madrone Springs area, plans have 
been made to expand treatments 
to include the areas around Deer 
Creek and Greenhorn Creek.

Fighting Fire With Fire

Fire has always been a 
natural disturbance process 

that is essential to healthy 
ecological systems across the 
western United States. In the 
early 1900s, land management 
agencies sought to suppress all 
fires in an effort to preserve the 
timber supply and other natural 
resources. Fire suppression 
policy was effective and over 
the decades fire exclusion has 
contributed to the increased 
amount of live and dead fuel 
(vegetation) on the landscape.

Once very common 
throughout the Sierra Nevada 
range, fire provided a primary 
force for shaping the structure, 
composition, and function of 
ecosystems native to these 
mountains. Without frequent 
fire, the fuel load has increased 
the risk of having large 
uncharacteristically severe 
wildfires in our forests and 
near our communities. Some 
forests and rangelands are more 
vulnerable to environmental 
stress (drought, insects, disease, 

and invasive species) in the 
absence of low intensity frequent 
fire. To reverse this trend and 
improve resiliency of the 
landscape, the Tahoe National 
Forest reintroduces fire through 
prescribed burning. Frequent 
prescribed fire reduces the fuel 
load and restarts many ecological 
processes in the forest that have 
been stalled by the accumulation 
of fuels during fire’s absence.

In many cases, pre-treatment 
of the vegetation must be 
completed before the application 
of prescribed fire. Pre-treatment 
of vegetation usually involves the 
thinning of trees and/or shrubs 
mechanically or by-hand with 
chainsaws in many areas. The first 
time prescribed fire may be used 
is in the form of pile burning to 
reduce the amount of thinned 
vegetation on the ground or 
when understory or broadcast 
burning are not an option. The 
next time prescribed fire is used 
may involve a broadcast burn 
which mimics the natural fire 
process across the defined burn 
area. The result of the prescribed 

Creating Resilient Forests and Fuel 
Reduction Efforts in Nevada County

...Continued on pg. 13

USFS Prescribed Burning in the Tahoe National Forest



4-Day Home Survival Kit
In a large plastic tub store the following items:

 ❏ A good first aid kit
 ❏ One gallon of drinking water per person and pets, per day for 4 days
 ❏ Freeze-dried and canned food – make it a variety and include hand 

operated can opener
 ❏ Items required for infants or small children such as diapers, formula & 

bottles
 ❏ Flashlights, candles, oil lamps with lamp oil or lanterns
 ❏ Large box of wooden matches
 ❏ Camping stove with fuel (cook only in well ventilated areas!)
 ❏ Battery operated radio with extra batteries
 ❏ Non-electronic telephone (old style phones without power cord will 

operate without electricity).
 ❏ Cards, games, books and other things to keep your mind busy – it can 

get very boring!
 ❏ Remember, you will still have all the amenities of your home such 

as hygiene supplies, warm clothes and blankets.  Just think of it as 
“Camping at Home.”

Evacuation Planning
Emergency services are overtaxed in all disasters and it takes time and 

additional resources to get help to those in need.  In other words, you want 
to be prepared to take care of yourself – potentially for days.  Successful 
evacuations require good planning and great coordination – amongst families, 
neighborhoods, communities and agencies. Let us help you NOW to start 
planning for future emergencies.  Specific neighborhood guides are also 
available online at www.areyoufiresafe.com under the Get Fire Smart section or 
by going to following site: http://www.mynevadacounty.com/nc/igs/oes/Pages/
Community-Emergency-Preparedness-Guides.aspx

 Two escape routes from our home are: 

1.         

         

2.         

         

Annual Pre-Emergency Planning
 ❏ Agree in advance what family 

members should do if they are away 
from home when an emergency 
strikes.  

 ❏ Establish a meeting place away from 
your neighborhood to reconnect with 
loved ones

 ❏ Our meeting place is:    
      
        

 ❏ Become familiar with more than one 
evacuation route from your home.

 ❏ If underage children will be home 
without access to transportation, 
create an emergency exit strategy 
and arrange for a trusted neighbor or 
friend to take care of them.

 ❏ Ask an out-of-state friend or relative 
to be your emergency contact 
because during a disaster, it is often 
easier to call long distance than 
make a local call. Everyone should 
be instructed to call this person 
with their location.  In the event of a 
disaster we will call:    
      
         

 ❏ Plan how to care for your pets and 
livestock.

 ❏ Check and restock emergency 
supplies (see storm survival kit for 
4-day event.)

 ❏ Identify the location of important 
documents such as wills, insurance 
policies, passports, social security 
cards, immunization records, and 
don’t forget the family photos.

 ❏ Update household inventory with a 
video/photograph of house/personal 
effects for insurance annually.

 ❏ Keep important computer files on 
a memory stick, store in a safety 
deposit box, or email directory 
or cloud for online access from 
anywhere.

 ❏ Check flashlights and replace 
batteries regularly.

 ❏ Check portable water and chemical 
fire extinguishers.

 ❏ Affix a wrench to the propane tank 
for quick access to shut off gas in the 
event of an emergency.

 ❏ During fire season, maintain vehicles 
with more than a half a tank of 
gasoline.

 ❏ Keep gutters and roofs clean of 
leaves and pine needles.

 ❏ Create and maintain 100 feet (and 
more on steep slopes) of defensible 
space around your home.

 ❏ Stack firewood at least 30 feet from 
house.

 ❏ Service (top off gas) and test 
emergency backup generator and 
water pump regularly.

 ❏ Check garden hoses and store near 
water faucets.

 ❏ Check address, water supply and 
generator signage.

 ❏ Have your street name clearly 
marked to help fire crews find your 
home.  

 ❏ Have a reflective house number sign 
posted at the road to quickly direct 
emergency crews to your home.

 ❏ Check to ensure you have adequate 
insurance coverage.

 ❏ Replace stored water and food at 
least every six months.

 ❏ Test your smoke detectors and 
carbon monoxide detectors monthly 
and change batteries at least once a 
year.

 ❏ Hold a family meeting to review your 
emergency plan on an annual basis.  
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2016 Emergency Preparedness Guide & Evacuation Plan
 This Information May Help Save Your Life In An Emergency-Keep for Future Use!

Is An Emergency Plan Really Necessary?
Nevada County has the potential for a number of natural disasters with 

wildland fire being the number one problem our community has had to 
deal with in the past and will have to deal with in the future.  However, 
a variety of other emergencies including heavy rains, high winds, snow 
storms, extreme heat or cold, flooding, earthquakes, hazardous material 
releases and even acts of terrorism are all possible. This emergency 
preparedness guide is being provided, so you will be better informed and 
may prepare well ahead of time to take care of yourself, your loved ones, 
pets and your neighbors.

Work with your neighbors and your community to prepare for wildfire. It 
is not a matter of IF another WILDFIRE will happen in Nevada County,  but 
rather  WHEN and WHERE it will strike. BE PREPARED  YEAR ROUND!



SUGGESTED ITEMS TO TAKE IN AN EMERGENCY EVACUATION
Prioritize choices based upon the time you have to evacuate.

IF AN EVACUATION IS ANNOUNCED
HOW  YOU MAY BE NOTIFIED

Fire and law enforcement will do their best to notify you when to leave often using the Code RED 
system that can contact residents by neighborhood via home and cell phone and direct them as to 
where to go, but there is no possible way they can reach everyone.  It is imperative that you tune into 
local media for up to the minute information.

HOW  TO STAY INFORMED
KVMR 89.5FM or 105.1FM IS NEVADA COUNTY’S EMERGENCY INFORMATION STATION 
KNCO  830AM or STAR 94.1FM
VIA THE INTERNET – www.yubanet.com or www.theunion.com
Listen for fire and law enforcement announcements in your neighborhood.
Keep your home phone available for emergency evacuation information.
Call CAL FIRE, Fire Information at (530) 823-4083. 
Do not call 911 for information – only call if you have an emergency to report.

The Nevada County Office of Emergency Services (OES) offers additional ways for Nevada County 
residents to be notified of emergencies.  If you have a residential or business phone number utilizing 
AT&T, your phone number is already accessible as part of the public safety data base. If you desire to 
be notified via your AT&T residential or business phone only, no action is required on your part.

In order to be notified by the county’s Emergency Notification System via your cable service 
phone line, Voice over IP (VoIP), cell phone, cell phone text messaging, or personal email, residents 
will need to manually add their information to the emergency notification data base.  You may also 
add family members to receive notices.

For additional questions or comments, contact the Nevada County Office of Emergency Services 
at oes@co.nevada.ca.us or 530-265-1515.

2-1-1 NEVADA COUNTY & DISASTER RESPONSE
Dialing 2-1-1 is a free service that provides citizens with critical non-emergency assistance such as:  

Information on evacuation routes; mass care shelter/housing options; food and water; social services; 
family reunification status; animal evacuation information; traffic and road closures; and school and 

work closures. 2-1-1 programs are designed and have been used to relieve pressure on the 911 

system and emergency response teams by providing an easy number for citizens to call 
for non-emergency needs.  Remember, when a disaster strikes here in Nevada County 
and you need non-emergency information, dial 2-1-1 to find the help you need.

WHEN AN EVACUATION IS  
ANNOUNCED – LEAVE IMMEDIATELY

Numerous civilians have died by evacuating too late.  Wildland fires move quickly 
and change direction depending on weather conditions and fuel load. Don’t stay to save 
your home because so often, he who does becomes a statistic. Emergency conditions 
can change rapidly, getting the most current information is your best tool in knowing how 
to react.

STAY CALM & FOLLOW DIRECTIONS 
This Emergency Preparedness Guide and Evacuation Plan cannot predict all possible 

evacuation scenarios.  Each incident presents unique problems and may require 
alternative evacuation routes.  You may be directed into green zones, such as irrigated 
pastures, golf courses, or orchards as a temporary measure for your protection.  This 
makes it imperative that you listen to and follow all directions.  Don’t wait to be notified 
to evacuate - if you think it is time to evacuate, you are probably correct.  

ONCE OUT – STAY OUT
Once out, you will not be allowed back into your home until the evacuation order is 

lifted.  This is for your safety and the safety of firefighters, as well as reducing the chance 
of looting. 

There are countless things to be aware of during and after a fire or other emergency.   
A few to be aware of are:

Emergency Items
___  Cell phone/charger
___  Flashlight/batteries
___  Portable radio/batteries
___   Cameras, computers & back up disk

Family
___  Family Heirlooms/Keepsakes  
___   Pets with ID tags, medications,  

leashes, food

Money
___  Checking and Savings books 
___  Purse/Wallet with credit cards/cash

Documents  
___  Driver / Marriage licenses  
___  Proof of Insurance
___  Birth certificates and passports  

Medications
___   Prescriptions, Analgesics, 1st Aid Kit
___   Glasses/contacts, dentures,  

hearing aids

Food and  Water (for 3-7 days) 
___   Water (1 gal. per person & pet per day) 
___  Non-perishable, ready-to-eat food  
___  Manual can opener

Toiletries  
___   Soap, towels, toothbrush/toothpaste
___  Shaving articles 
___  Sanitary devices

Clothing 
___  Clothes for each person warm/cold
___  Extra Shoes/Boots 
___  Sleepwear
___  Infant Supplies & Toys 

Sentimental
___  Photos albums/videos 
___  Family Bible

Jewelry
___  Valuable jewelry 
___  Military Medals 

Additional Items to Take 
___  Reading material 
___  Recreational items
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REGISTER  YOUR  CELL  PHONE  FOR  LOCAL  EMERGENCY 
NOTIFICATIONS NOW!

To assure your additional contact information is included, go to the 
Nevada County OES website: 

http://www.mynevadacounty.com/nc/igs/oes/
and look for the CodeRED link.  The emergency notification system 

will only be activated by County public safety personnel.

•  Emergency equipment
•  Emergency personnel
•  Reduced visibility from smoke

•  Downed power lines
•  Falling trees and limbs 
•  Rolling rocks

ANIMAL EVACUATIONS
Listen to local media for the locations to which animals are being evacuated.   

Pets/animals are not allowed at shelters except for official disabled persons’ assistance 
animals.  Owners are responsible for locating placement for pets/animals during an 
evacuation.  For animal specific evacuation planning visit the FEMA Ready website at 
http://www.ready.gov/animals. If time allows for an orderly evacuation, assistance for 
animal evacuation may be coordinated through the Nevada County Office of  
Emergency Services.



EVACUATION ORDER CHECKLIST
Because the time available to you may change in a moments notice, start with the first priority.

Secure People, Pets and Structure - as time allows. Refer to local emergency plans for additional information.

EVACUATION DESTINATION
•   Follow instructions and cooperate with emergency personnel.  There are multiple community 

evacuation destinations to which you may be directed and the location may not be the closest to 
your home.

•   Notify an out of area contact person to inform them of your location and status.
•   Leave a note with your emergency contact information and out of area contact on your 

refrigerator or kitchen table in the event emergency crews need to contact you.
•   Take only essential vehicles – the more vehicles, the more congestion on the road.  Larger vehicles 

such as horse trailers and RV’s clog evacuation routes and endanger everyone’s life.
•   Put on long trousers, heavy shoes, cotton long sleeve shirts, gloves and scarf – No polyester/

synthetics – it melts!
•   Stay clear of any downed power lines and poles.  Always assume they are live!
•   Early evacuation in the face of a life-threatening wildfire is the single most important thing a 

resident may do to protect lives.  History has shown that individuals who chose to stay and fight 
a wildland fire soon understand that they were not prepared to be a firefighter.  If you are trapped 
by fire, please refer to the Fire Entrapment checklist.

POSSIBLE EVACUATION  
CENTERS/SHELTERS:

Listen to local media for evacuation center destinations. 
Examples of American Red Cross shelters in Nevada County:
•   The Fairgrounds (unless there is a large event taking place 

such as the County Fair or Draft Horse Classic.)
•   Nevada Union High School.
•   The Red Cross shelter at the First Baptist Church across from 

Nevada Union High School.
•   The Grass Valley Veteran’s Hall.

NOTE:  The chosen shelter will be announced via all available 
media outlets based on current emergency conditions.

Just Leave Early.  You are strongly urged to 
evacuate when advised or if you are in doubt, just get 
out.  Due to the unpredictability of wildland fire there 
is always the possibility that you may become cut-off 
from escape and trapped at your home, so we have 
developed a guide that may help save your life.

Remember, one of the first things to go is electricity, 
so you won’t have the garden hose to help you if you 
are on a well without a backup power supply. 

Legally, you may stay and protect your home.  
However, your home should be very well prepared 
for wildfire.  It is strongly recommended you evacuate 
whenever it is possible. During a wildfire event, there 

will NOT be a fire engine available to protect every 
home.  Defending your property from wildfire may 
take many hours of strenuous activity.  You must be 
physically and emotionally able to provide for your 
safety during the emergency.  Most people are not.  You 
may be placed in a situation that demands you stay 
due to the inability to safely evacuate.

FIRE ENTRAPMENT CHECKLIST

Time Available Priority Task

0-10 Minutes 1 Load your medications, important documents, supplies and pets into vehicle.

2 Park car in driveway facing out with keys in ignition for a quick exit.  Disconnect automatic garage door opener for quick access by emergency personnel

10 Min. to 1 
Hour

3 Close windows, vents, doors, venetian blinds or non-combustible window coverings and drapes.

4 Shut off gas at the meter.  Turn off propane tanks including BBQ and other portable tanks. After fire threat passes call gas company to 
re-establish service if assistance is needed.  Affix wrench to propane tank for quick access to shut off gas during an emergency.

5 Close fireplace screens and/or doors.

6 Move flammable furniture, doormats, brooms and other flammable items into the center of the home away from windows and glass doors.

7 Turn on a light in each room to increase the visibility of your home in heavy smoke.

8 Erect ladders against house and place fire-fighting tools (rake, shovel, chainsaw) in front of house.    

9 Place combustible patio furniture inside or at least 30 feet away from structure.

10 Connect garden hoses to outside taps and sprinklers.

1 Hour to 4 
Hours

11 Set up portable gasoline powered pump (if available.)

12 If combustible materials are present, place lawn sprinklers on the roof and near above-ground fuel tanks and wet down.

13 Wet or remove shrubs within 30 feet of home.

14 Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or heavy aluminum foil.

15 Fill garbage cans and buckets with water and place in front of house.

16 Protect water sources – wet down pump house, clear flammable vegetation away from supply infrastructure.

17 Implement evacuation of livestock.
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1.   REMAIN CALM – an approaching wildfire will be extremely loud, create extreme 
heat and smoke and likely evoke fear and panic as it reaches your home.  The 
duration of the fire front varies by vegetation type and density.  Generally, 
grassland vegetation environments typically burn for 10 minutes, brush lands 
for 20 minutes and timber for over an hour.

2.   Before the fire front arrives, identify SAFETY ZONES.  A simple definition of a 
SAFETY ZONE is: an area used for escaping a wildfire that is clear of flammable 
materials.  Examples include irrigated pastures or golf courses, parking lots, 
large ponds and any other area that will not support combustion. 
Your home will serve as your primary SHELTER from the fire front.

3.   BEFORE the fire arrives:  dress in protective clothing (long sleeve cotton shirt, 
heavy pants, vibrum soled boots, shut all windows and doors to prevent smoke 
and flames from entering the house; move furniture away from windows to help 
prevent embers that enter the house through a broken window from igniting 
furniture inside of home; place a ladder next to home; fill bathtub and buckets 
for putting out small fires; cover your face with a cotton handkerchief to protect 
yourself from smoke inhalation; place wet blankets or towels around window 
and door edges inside the house to stop smoke and embers from entering.

4.   BEFORE the fire arrives OUTSIDE the home:  check water supplies around your 
home and fill any available containers; remove garden furniture, doormats and 
other loose items that could trap embers; hose down the structure and 30 feet 
of vegetation surrounding it; block downspouts and fill rain gutters with water; 
actively patrol your property for any embers blowing in from the fire front 
and extinguish with wet mops, buckets, backpack sprayers or fire pump; turn 
on your irrigation system if available; continue to monitor media outlets for 
updates on the fire.

5.   DURING the fire:  go inside the home when it becomes too hot to stay outside.  
The skin on your ears and hands will alert you that conditions have become 
too hot to survive outside.  When you feel it has become too hot for you, 
go inside to take shelter.  Take all fire fighting equipment inside with you, 
including hoses, rakes, shovels and water supplies.  Stay inside your house 
while the fire front passes around the house and look out for burning embers 
landing inside the home.  Extinguish any spot fires.  Do not shelter in a part 
of your home that does not allow you to see the progress of the fire.  If your 
home catches fire and you are unable to extinguish what has now become a 
structure fire – go outside onto burnt ground after the fire front has passed (or 
go to your auxiliary safety zone.)  Keep well away from the radiant heat that is 
being generated from the structure fire.  Do not return into the house for any 
reason.

6.   AFTER the fire front has passed:  continue to wear your personal protective 
clothing; after main fire front passes, go outside again as soon as it is safe; 
inspect the perimeter of the home to extinguish any spot fires; water down 
the outside of the home and vegetation; continue to look for small fires from 
burning embers for many hours after the fire front has passed.

7.   LOOK for burning embers:  inside and on the roof; under the floor boards; 
under house crawl spaces; on decks and patios; window ledges and door sills; 
roof lines and gutters; outdoor furniture; doormats; garden beds and mulch; 
wood piles; sheds or other outbuildings.

8.   COMMUNICATE your status to your out of area contact so your family knows 
you are safe.

CHECKLIST FOR RETURNING  
HOME AFTER A FIRE

Unfortunately a fire has passed through your area and 
considerable damage may have been done.  To ensure your 

safety as you return, please keep these precautions in mind.

When driving to your property check for:
 Trees, brush and rocks which may be weakened or 
loosened by fire.  Trees and brush weakened by fire may 
lose limbs or fall.  Rocks loosened by fire may roll and 
crumble.  If rocks have rolled down a slope, expect more 
to follow.

 ❏ Debris or damage from fire on roads and driveways.
 ❏ Debris on the road near your home and in your 

driveway.  Clearing the debris to the edge of your 
driveway and removing it later will help keep your 
home safe from fire.

 ❏ Utility poles weakened by fire.

At your property, check for  
fire or fire damage:

 ❏ Hot embers in rain gutters, on the roof, under decks, 
crawl spaces and under overhangs. 

 ❏ Hot embers in wood piles, debris piles and lawn.
 ❏ If well or pump-house is in working order.
 ❏ If your electrical service has not been interrupted you 

may continue to use your power for such things as 
pumping water, etc.

If your utility services are off, check for burned 
service equipment and facilities:

 ❏ Is there damage to the gas meter, gas lines, or 
propane tank.  If there is ANY visible damage DO NOT 
attempt to repair or turn on these services.  Call your 
local propane or utility company for assistance.

 ❏ Look at the electric meter.  If there is any visible 
damage DO NOT ATTEMPT to turn the breaker on.  
Call your local utility company for assistance.

 ❏ If there are electrical wires  on the ground STAY 
CLEAR, CONSIDER THEM ENERGIZED and contact 
your local utility company immediately.

 ❏ Beware of metal fences – they may be energized by 
downed power lines away from view.

When you have secured safety outside your 
home, check inside for fire or fire damage:

 ❏ Embers in the attic, which may have entered  
through vents.

 ❏ If electricity is off, before turning it on, check all 
appliances to ensure they are off.  Once you are sure 
all appliances are turned off, there is no fire damage to 
your building and the meter does not have any visible 
damage you may turn on the main circuit breaker, or 
contact your utility company for assistance.

 ❏ Check if the phone is working.
 ❏ Check if security system and alarms are working.
 ❏ Use flashlights to help inspect your home and 

surrounding area.

If you find any of these conditions:
Fire – stay away and report condition to a local fire or law 
enforcement official in the area or call 911.
Damaged Utility Equipment – report electrical problems or 
damaged equipment to your local utility company.
Gas Leaks – Report gas service problems to your local supplier.
Other – Report any other safety issues or emergencies to 911.

After checking your property, continue to use 
caution and note outdoor conditions:

 Trees and poles with deep charring, particularly if still 
smoking should be considered hazardous.
 Smoldering holes in the ground can be full of hot coals.  
White ash is evidence of hot material.

Unfortunately, a fire has passed through your area and considerable damage may have been done. 
To ensure your safety as your return, please keep these precautions in mind.

FIRE ENTRAPMENT CHECKLIST

CHECKLIST FOR RETURNING HOME AFTER A FIRE
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fire may look like some pockets 
of vegetation burned more while 
other areas burned less or not 
at all. This is called the mosaic 
of a burn. Using frequent fire, 
the mosaic will change across 
the landscape, as the fuel load is 
reduced. Inside the mosaic, many 
flowering plants that pollinators 
use will sprout and grow in the 
sunlight. Prescribed fire lessens 
the risk of catastrophic wildfire 
and enhances the protection 
of critical natural resources 
and watersheds. Prescribed fire 
improves the ecological health 
and resiliency of our public lands 
by returning a natural process to 
the landscape.

Bureau of Land Management:  
The BLM Mother Lode Field Office 
issues Hazardous Fuels Variance 
Permits to landowners who wish 
to reduce fuels on adjacent BLM 

land. After receiving a permit 
request, BLM will perform the 
necessary environmental and 
other reviews for the project 
before issuing the permit. 
Throughout the 2012-2016 fire 
seasons, BLM has been providing 
fuel reduction and strategic 
fire planning in the South Yuba 
watershed, the Inimim Forest and 
Round Mountain areas. BLM will 
be conducting prescribed fire 
within many areas of  
Nevada County.  

BLM continues to support 
the Fire Safe Council of Nevada 
County with personnel and 
equipment when available. 
Over the past year, BLM 
crews have worked with local 
Firewise Communities/USA® 
and individuals to address 
bark beetle mortality.  With 
limited resources available, BLM 

encourages all landowners to 
“Take Responsibility” and maintain 
a minimum of 100’ defensible 
spaces around their homes. To 
obtain a variance or wood cutting 
permit to reduce hazardous fuels 
or take down beetle killed trees 
on neighboring BLM land, visit  
www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/folsom.html

The Fire Safe Council of  
Nevada County continued 
work on strategic fuel reduction 
projects in the community to 
meet the mission of community 
protection.  An expansion of 
the Deer Creek Community 
Fuel Break below the Morgan 
Ranch subdivision and along 
Champion Mine Road in Nevada 
City continues. Additional funding 
has been secured for continued 
fuel reduction efforts to be 
implemented in the Fall of 2016.  
Continued ignitions from illegal 
camping continue to be a high 

concern among fire agencies.  
Fuel reduction projects deter 
illegal camping activity due to 
the open nature of the forest after 
treatment.  

The numerous individual 
certified Firewise Communities are 
also implementing fuel reduction 
projects in their neighborhoods 
to address identified hazards 
through their action plans.  
Firewise Communities cleared 
evacuation routes, removed 
Scotch Broom, limbed and thinned 
vacant parcels and assisted low 
income neighbors with their 
defensible space.  These Firewise 
Communities projects utilized the 
assistance of AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps crews 
sponsored by the Fire Safe Council.  
These fuel reduction projects 
combined represent over 250 
acres of community fuel reduction 
treatments in the past year.  

CREATING FIRE RESISTANT COMMUNITIES  ...Continued from pg. 8

Madrone Springs Cleanup Project Before (left) and after (right).



2-1-1 Nevada County is a 
resource and information hub that 
connects people with community, 
health and disaster services 
through a free, 24/7 confidential 
phone service and searchable 
online database. 2-1-1 locally 
serves the entire population 

of Nevada County and is a free confidential 
phone number that offers assistance in 
multiple languages, and services that are 

accessible to people with disabilities. 
2-1-1 provides a valuable referral number 

for public safety and health personnel.  Police, 
Sheriff, CHP, and Fire personnel have an 
easy-to-remember number to give to at-risk 
populations as a resource to help with their 
needs in any type of emergency or for ongoing 
assistance.  

In the wake of a County emergency, 
2-1-1 may provide citizens with critical non-
emergency assistance such as:  Information 

on evacuation and return routes; mass care 
shelter/housing options; food and water; social 
services; family reunification status; animal 
and pet evacuation information; traffic and 
road closures. 2-1-1 programs throughout the 
state have been used to relieve pressure on the 
911 system and emergency response teams 
by providing an easy number for citizens to 
remember and call for non-emergency needs, 
freeing up emergency responders to deal with 
true emergencies. 

2-1-1 Nevada County & Disaster Response  

911 Wireless Services & Emergencies

EMERGENCY
NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

AIR 
AMBULANCE  

SERVICES
Are you covered for air 
ambulance transport 

services? Living in a rural 
area, you should be! Due to 
the lack of a local medical 
trauma center, major life 

threatening injuries require 
air ambulance transport 
to save lives. These air 

ambulance transports can be 
very expensive. Some medical 
insurance policies will cover 

the cost, while others will 
not. Check with your medical 
insurance carrier now to find 

out if you’re covered. The 
Fire Safe Council of Nevada 
County’s mission includes 

helping our residents prepare 
for emergencies. To aid in 
meeting this mission, they 

have negotiated group 
discounts with both CALSTAR 

and REACH For Life Air 
Ambulance. Simply state 

that you are in the “Fire Safe 
Council of Nevada County 

group” when signing up for 
annual service and save up to 

$15 off of an air ambulance 
policy. These policies cover 
everyone at your residential 
address. Get peace of mind 

by knowing that you are 
prepared to be transported 
by air ambulance during life 

threatening emergencies.

The Nevada County Office of Emergency 
Services (OES) has contracted with the 
Emergency Communications Network to utilize 
their CodeRED Emergency Notification System. 
CodeRED is an additional way for residents of 
Nevada County to be notified of emergencies 
to include evacuation orders if a wildfire is 
threatening your neighborhood.  If you desire 
to be notified via your AT&T landline only, no 
action is required on your part since your phone 
number is already accessible as part of the   

   public safety data base.
In order to be notified by the CodeRED 

via your cable service phone line, cell phone, 
cell phone text messaging, and email, residents 
will need to manually add their information. 
Each address is authorized to register up to 4 
phone numbers so register your entire family, 
even if they reside outside of Nevada County. 
To assure your additional contact information is 
included; go to the Nevada County OES website 
at http://www.mynevadacounty.com/nc/igs/
oes/ and look for the CodeRED link.  

Though all Emergency Notification systems 
are considered effective and efficient, you 
should not wait for or rely exclusively on a 

phone call for evacuation direction. If you think 
you are in immediate danger, do not hesitate to 
evacuate.

CodeRED will only be activated by County 
public safety personnel. You must be a resident 
of Nevada County to add your information into 
CodeRED.

For assistance adding your information 
into CodeRED, contact the Nevada County 

Office of Emergency Services at:   
530-265-1515 or  

oes@co.nevada.ca.us

The number of 911 calls 
placed by people using wireless 
phones has significantly 
increased in recent years. It is 
estimated that about 70 percent 
of 911 calls are placed from 
wireless phones.

While wireless phones can be an 
important public safety tool, they also 
create unique challenges for emergency 
response personnel and wireless service 
providers. Since wireless phones are mobile, 
they are not associated with one fixed 
location or address. While the location of 
the cell site closest to the 911 caller may 
provide a general indication of the caller's 
location, that information is not always 
specific enough for rescue personnel to 
deliver assistance to the caller quickly.

When making a 911 call from a wireless 
phone, remember the following:

   •  Tell the emergency operator the location of 
the emergency right away.

   •  Provide the emergency operator with your 
wireless phone number, so if the call gets 
disconnected, the emergency operator can 
call you back.

   •  If your wireless phone is not "initialized" 
(meaning you do not have a contract for 
service with a wireless service provider), 
and your emergency call gets disconnected, 
you must call the emergency operator back 
because the operator does not have your 
telephone number and cannot contact you.

   •  Refrain from programming your phone to 
automatically dial 911 when one button, 
such as the "9" key, is pressed. Unintentional 
wireless 911 calls, which often occur when 
auto-dial keys are inadvertently pressed, 
cause problems for emergency call centers.

   •  If your wireless phone came  
pre-programmed with the auto-dial 
911 feature already turned on, turn this 
feature off (consult your user manual for 
instructions).

   •  Lock your keypad when you're not using 
your wireless phone to help prevent 
accidental calls to 911.

   •  Consider creating a contact in your wireless 
phone's memory with the name "ICE" (In 
Case of Emergency), which lists the phone 
numbers of people you want to have 
notified in an emergency.

   •  Enable your phone’s GPS/Location Service 
   - Go to your phone’s “Settings” menu 
   -  Toggle “On” your “Location Service” or 

“Location Access”

       -  Most smartphones have the capability to 
display your coordinates – please refer to 
your user manual.
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The Fire Safe 
Council will help 

YOU be FIREWISE!
The Fire Safe Council of Nevada County is a 

non-profit, local volunteer based organization 
dedicated to making Nevada County safer from 

catastrophic wildfire through fire prevention 
education, fire break clearing projects and 

creating Firewise Communities/USA®.  

FREE HELP:
•  Defensible Space Advice at Your Home

• Year-Round, Drive-by Chipping Service

•  Defensible Space Clearing for  
Low-Income Seniors & Disabled

•  Educational Lending Library – Videos, Books 
and Scientific Periodicals

• Emergency Evacuation Planning

•  Scotch Broom Challenge – Weed Wrench 
Loans & Community Project Sites

•  Fire Safe Products – Reflective Road/Address 
Signs & Fire Rated Tarps

•  Firewise Communities/USA® Certification 
Assistance

•  Neighborhood Education Presentations

•  Reduced Cost CALSTAR & REACH Air 
Ambulance Service Memberships

For complete information on all  
programs and services, please visit  
www.areyoufiresafe.com or call the  
Fire Safe Council at (530) 272-1122.

Together, we can make all of 
Nevada County fire safe!

By working together, residents 
can make their own property 
– and their neighborhood – 

much safer from wildfire. The 
Fire Safe Council of Nevada 
County has been assisting 

individual neighborhoods in 
completing the National Fire 

Protection Association’s Firewise 
Communities/USA® certification 
process for over 8 years.  Nevada 

County currently has more 
certified Firewise Communities/
USA® than any other county in 

California. 

It begins with a few concerned 
citizens who form a committee.  

Next, a community wildfire 
hazard assessment is conducted 

in collaboration with a 
Registered Professional Forester, 
your local fire department and 

CAL FIRE.  From this assessment, 
recommendations are given 
in how to best address the 

wildfire hazards.  The community 
committee develops an 

action plan to implement 
the recommendations.  Once 
the action plan is in place, an 
educational event is held to 

let residents know their part in 

implementing the action plan.  
The certification is renewed 

annually to keep a focus on the 
ongoing need for vegetation 
management to reduce the 

wildfire fuel on the landscape.

Aside from being safer from 
wildfire by working together in 
your neighborhood to address 

the wildfire hazard, you may 
be eligible for a discount on 

your homeowner’s insurance if 
you live in a certified Firewise 

Community/USA®.  The United 
Services Automobile Association 

(USAA) announced a rate 
reduction program for California 

which provides policyholders 
living in Firewise Communities/

USA® a 5% discount on their 
homeowner’s insurance policy 

premium.  That’s real cash 
savings along with the peace of 
mind that you’ve done all you 

can to protect your family from 
the most significant natural 
disaster threating Nevada 

County. 

To learn more, contact the Fire 
Safe Council of Nevada County 
at (530) 272-1122 or online at 

www.areyoufiresafe.com

In May 2016, the Nevada County 
Board of Supervisors expanded the 
Hazardous Vegetation Abatement 
Ordinance to provide defensible space 
across property boundaries where 
home siting prohibited achieving 100 
feet of vegetation management for 
wildfire mitigation. It also requires 
private roads to be managed for 
vegetation clearance in order to provide 

a road standard for fire apparatus 
access. Vegetation management along 
private roads is 10 horizontal feet from 
the shoulder with a 15 foot vertical 
clearance. Many roads in Nevada County 
lack adequate clearance for emergency 
responder safety.

The process is complaint driven and 
the first point of contact is your local 
fire department (see page 19 of this 

guide to find your fire department’s 
contact information.) Fire officials 
may take action by first notifying the 
property owner of the hazard and 
giving them time to comply. Ultimately, 
if the hazard is not abated the fire 
official and County Code Enforcement 
will work together through an 
established process to conduct the 
work and lien the property if the 

landowner refuses to cooperate.

Since this is something relatively 
new to not only the property owners 
but the Fire Agencies, we will all need 
to continue to work together to make 
this ordinance a success. If you have 
any questions or concerns about the 
ordinance or a possible hazardous 
parcel contact your local fire agency. 

For a full copy of the ordinance, visit: 
www.mynevadacounty.com and look 
under Article 7 of Chapter IV of the 
Nevada County General Code.

Nevada County Firewise  
Communities/USA®!

Nevada County Hazardous Vegetation 
Abatement Ordinance



PG&E’s Vegetation Management Program
Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company’s (PG&E) Vegetation 
Management department is 
responsible for monitoring 134,000 
miles of electrical overhead power 
lines within its 70,000 square mile 
service area, including some areas 
with tough terrain. Visits are made to 
about 2 million properties annually, 
with approximately 55 million trees 
managed each year.

Trees that have the potential 
to contact power lines may be 
hazardous and can cause property 
damage or injuries, spark wildfires 
and cause power outages.  Effective 
vegetation management provides 
for public safety; allows for safe, 
reliable and compliant delivery of 
electricity to a community; protects 
and maintains the utility grid; and 
complies with applicable regulatory 

requirements.
In general and under normal 

circumstances, property owners are 
responsible for disposing of trees 
that PG&E has taken down on their 
property. Because the wood is the 
property of the landowners, PG&E 
typically leaves the larger wood in 
manageable sections on-site, and will 
chip and remove debris 4 inches in 
diameter or smaller where chipper 
accessible, or lop and scatter to 
less than 18 inches average depth 
in areas not chipper accessible. 
Prior to work being performed, the 
customer is informed in writing and 
understands that the wood will be 
left on the property.  

PG&E Vegetation Management 
does this work with 65 PG&E 
employees, 350 dedicated pre-
inspection contractors, 650 Line 

Clearance Qualified contract tree 
crews and a workforce of more 
than 2,000. This includes more 
International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) certified arborists than any 
other company in the world. 

Locally, in Nevada County in 2015, 
PG&E performed additional work on 
the Drum Grass Valley Weimar 60,000 
kilovolt (60kV) line to increase public 
safety, system reliability, and reduce 
wildfire risk by removing or pruning 
vegetation that has historically 
shown to be the primary causes of 
power outages. This section of line 
historically did not perform well 
due to tree contacts in inclement 
weather. An outage can affect four 
substations and approximately 9,000 
customers. Since the completion of 
the work, the reliability of this line 
has drastically improved.

In 2014, Governor Jerry Brown 
declared a State of Emergency in 
California due to the drought, and 
this declaration is still in effect. 
Because of the drought, PG&E’s 
Vegetation Management department 
made the decision in 2014 to invest 
additional funding for work to 
reduce wildfire risk and partner with 
organizations and communities it 
serves. As part of the investment, 
PG&E has added additional patrols, 
both in the air and on foot, in high 
fire-danger areas. The extra work 
includes the mitigation of high fire 
danger trees found in these areas, 
and collaborative partnerships with 
Fire Safe Councils, including the Fire 
Safe Council of Nevada County, in its 
service area.
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During the dry, sunny months, most homeowners don’t think about 
their gutters or property, beyond the recommended watering days. 
Usually, it’s heavy winter storms that tip you off that your gutters are 

clogged. But accumulated debris is also one of your home’s greatest wildfire 
vulnerabilities. Flammable debris can build up on your roof,  in your gutters 
and around your property. Flying embers can quickly ignite this dry matter, 
spreading quickly to your home. Fire may even spread to the roof vents, 
where it can enter your home and damage your belongings.

It’s common sense – and the law
“Be Clear” with the safety of your home. Develop a wildfire protection plan 

that includes clearing your gutters and creating a defensible space around 
your home. 

In California, you are required by law to have at least 100’ of defensible 
space. Cal Fire also recommends, a lean, clean, and green zone which can 
be achieved by removing all flammable vegetation within the 30 feet 
immediately surrounding your home. 

Several counties have wildfire prevention regulations that may apply to 
you as well. Western Nevada County is a designated Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 
Most of the area is “Very High” and the rest is “High.”

Nevada County as a whole, and other areas have been designated as 
“urban wildland interface areas.” In these areas the California Building Code 
states that “roof gutters must be provided with the means to prevent the 
accumulation of leaves and debris in the gutter.” For years many areas of our 
state have required fire resistant roof materials, yet gutters remain a collection 
area for combustible debris. Gutter protection is one of many building code 
updates (California Building Code Chapter 7A) that address ignition-resistant 
materials and construction methods. While the building code updates were 
written for new construction, home renovations and re-roofing projects are 
subject to the same building code requirements in some counties. 

Take action now
If you’ve recently replaced your roof, you’re already tuned in to ignition-

resistant building materials. Likely you addressed your gutter protection 
needs at that time. Congratulations.

What if your home is not new construction and you aren’t planning to re-
roof or renovate in the near future? It’s still very important to inspect, clean 
out, and if necessary, replace your gutters.

If you live on large property, clearing defensible space may be a bigger 
job than expected, requiring heavy equipment and professional expertise to 
remove dead trees, overgrown bushes, shrubs and flammable vegetation.

Some dos and don’ts
1. Recheck for the season. Even if you just cleaned your gutters this 

winter, check them again. In open-top gutters, debris accumulates 
quickly -- especially when it’s windy. And as the summer sun turns from 
warm to hot, leaves and pine needles dry out quickly. This can leave you 
with a tinderbox ready to ignite.

2. Be safe. Getting on a ladder and climbing onto your roof can be 
very dangerous. More than 100,000 U.S. homeowners fall off ladders 
every year. Hiring a professional gutter cleaner may be a wise move. 

Remember, you’re doing this to make your home safer. Don’t sacrifice 
your own personal safety in the process.

3. Don’t get a false sense of security. Counter to what you may have 
been told, screens and gutter covers that form a flat shelf at the edge 
of your roof can collect flammable debris just like an open-top gutter. 
In fact, they can actually cause more debris to pile up behind it on your 
roof. Remember, while screens do meet the Chapter 7A Code they don’t 
actually solve the problem.

4. Don’t improvise. Improperly fitted screens or homemade “fixes” can 
easily come loose. This allows leaves to get into the gutters, where they 
become trapped underneath the parts of the screen still in place. This is 
actually worse than having an open-top gutter!

5. Solve the problem forever. Rather than worrying about your gutters 
every fire season, think of your long-term safety, and plan ahead. There 
are many gutter guards or leaf protection products available. They offer 
varying degrees of effectiveness. Add-on gutter covers, gutter hoods and 
screens may seem to be cheap and easy, but at what ultimate cost? In 
my experience, true protection is built into a seamless gutter design that 
keeps debris out, does not create a shelf at your roof’s edge, and comes 
with an unconditional lifetime guarantee.

6. “Be Clear” with the safety of your home. Remember, clearing a 
defensible space around your home including clean and clear gutters is 
the best way to ensure safety during the wildfire season in California.

Be Clear With Your Home’s Safety
On the Roofline – and Frontline – of Wildfire Protection

Ray Byers, Sr.

Leaves and debris in gutters can create a fire hazard on your roof

By Ray Byers, Sr.



18

During the time of year where residential 
burning is PROHIBITED, residential burn permits 

are SUSPENDED. You MAY NOT BURN during 
the DECLARED BURN BAN and are subject to 

criminal citation, response cost recovery  
and civil action if you do so. 

CAL FIRE, your local fire department cooperators and the 
Northern Sierra  Air Quality Management District wishes everyone 

a safe summer. Please be extra cautious in your efforts to keep 
our communities fire safe. For more information visit CAL FIRE 

at www.readyforwildfire.org, or the Fire Safe Council of Nevada 
County’s website, www.areyoufiresafe.com  

or by calling (530) 272-1122. 

Preparing Your Home For Fire Safety

Let’s talk about some  
safe practices for mowing 

and cutting.
•  Make sure your power tools are in 

good repair and safe to use. Spark 
arrestors are required on gas fueled 
power tools such as chainsaws, 
mowers and weed-eaters.  

•  Store your fuel in an approved 
container and in a safe location. 
Keep your fuel containers well away 
from your work area while actually 
cutting, trimming and mowing. 

•  Pre-screen your work area by hand 
and not with your tools. Remove 
rocks to avoid mower strikes, look for 
old fence wire in brush, nails, spikes, 
old and buried objects that could 
cause a hazard to you or a spark 
from a blade strike – MANY fires 
are started by lawn mowers, lawn 
tractors, weed-eaters and chainsaws  
from a rock strikes. Remember one 
less spark - one less wildfire! 

 •  Mow, trim and cut early – before 
10:00 a.m. when temperatures are 
cool and humidity is higher. This 
is also safer for you to avoid heat 
related medical emergencies and 
will greatly help reduce the risk of 
fire from a spark or contact with hot 
exhaust. 

•  Have a  shovel or other hand tool, 
fire extinguisher and a hose close by 
and a phone to call 911 should a fire 
start. Have the hose hooked up and 
check that it will reach everywhere 
you plan to be working. 

Every year folks are faced with the challenge of getting their homes ready for summer. Piles 
of leaves, growing grass, trees and brushes that needs trimming and all of this leaves us with 

excess materials to haul off, burn, compost or otherwise dispose of.  

Let’s take a moment to talk 
about disposal options… 
Green waste can often be transported 

to your local landfill or there might even 
be pick-up options. Check with your local 
disposal operator.

Some folks choose to compost. Small 
piles of material, outside the defensible 
space area of your home (100-foot radius 
around your house) can be a good idea. 
Large piles of dead material can pose 
a fire hazard and may spontaneously 
combust as the fine waste materials decay, 
especially if the piles are damp. 

Debris burning is another option. 
Remember to check with your local Air 
Quality Management District to determine 
if it is a permissive burn.  Check with 
your local fire department to make sure 
it is legal to burn in your area –  some 
locations prohibit debris burning year 
round. Within the State responsibility 
areas, burn restrictions vary throughout 
the year. 

During periods of open burning 
residential burning is allowed without 
a burn permit and without pile size 
restrictions. You must still make sure it is 
a permissive burn day with your local Air 
Quality District and must still keep the fire 
under your control at all times. Even when 
permits are not required, you can still be 
criminally cited and held civilly liable if 
the fire escapes your 
control, escapes 
your property 
or the fire 
department 
has to respond 
to put your  
fire out.  

During the time of year when BURN PERMITS ARE 
REQUIRED, additional restrictions are in place.

•  You must have a valid burn permit in your possession.
•  You must ensure it is a permissive burn day through your local Air 

Quality Management District – do not burn ILLEGAL MATERIALS 
such as trash, garbage, plastic, treated lumber, construction waste, 
rubber, tires, etc. and DO NOT BURN IN A BURN BARREL. The 
Northern Sierra Air Quality Management District can provide you 
additional information on what is legal and what is not online at 
www.myairdistrict.com or by phoning (530) 274-9360.

•  Your burn pile size may be no larger than four feet in diameter.
•  You must be in attendance at all times when the fire is burning.
•  You must have hand tools, water and a means of extinguishing the 

fire within reach.
•  You may not burn on someone else’s property with your permit, 

and if you are the permit holder, you must be present when burning 
is taking place. 

•  You may not use a residential burn permit for 
commercial burning. 

•  The fire must be completely extinguished 
when you are done burning for the day. If you 
are not physically in attendance and the pile 
is smoldering or burning, you are subject to 
criminal citation and cost recovery for any 
agency response. 

•  If the fire escapes your control, or burns onto 
the property of another, you will be subject 
to criminal and civil action.



Agencies to assist with fuel reduction, conservation 
planning, & emergency preparedness.

Fire Safe Council of Nevada County (530) 272-1122
Nevada County Office of Emergency Services (530) 265-1515
Nevada County Resource Conservation District (530) 272-3417
Cal Fire – Regional Office – Auburn (530) 889-0111
Cal Fire Recorded Fire Incident Information (530) 823-4083
Tahoe National Forest (530) 265-4531
Bureau of Land Management (916) 941-3101
Nevada County Public Health Department (530) 265-7174
American Red Cross Capital Region (916) 993-7070
American Red Cross Northeastern Chapter (530) 673-1460

RESOURCE DIRECTORY
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DRONES NEAR WILDFIRES ARE NOT SAFE!

CONTACT YOUR NEAREST LAND 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY OFFICE TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT UAS AND PUBLIC LANDS.

FLYING DRONES OR UAS (UNMANNED AIRCRAFT 
SYSTEMS) WITHIN OR NEAR WILDFIRES WITHOUT 
PERMISSION COULD CAUSE INJURY OR DEATH 
TO FIREFIGHTERS AND HAMPER THEIR ABILITY 
TO PROTECT LIVES, PROPERTY, AND NATURAL 
CULTURAL RESOURCES.

FIRE MANAGERS MAY SUSPEND AERIAL 
FIREFIGHTING UNTIL UNAUTHORIZED 
UAS LEAVE THE AREA, ALLOWING 
WILDFIRE TO GROW LARGER.

UNAUTHORIZED USE OF 
UNMANNED AIRCRAFT, ALSO 

KNOWN AS UAS, “DRONES,” 
OR REMOTE CONTROLLED 

MODEL AIRCRAFT IN A 
FIRE AREA ENDANGERS 

THE LIVES OF PILOTS AND 
FIREFIGHTERS. NEVER FLY 

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT OVER 
OR NEAR FIRES.

MOTHER LODE  
FIELD OFFICE 

takeresponsibility.cafirealliance.com

Protect your home. 
Create 100 feet of 
defensible space!

Take  
Responsibility...

BUREAU  
OF LAND  

MANAGEMENT


